
 

Section 2—Brewing becomes 

an industry  

In the early 19
th
 century there were two or three common brewers in West Bromwich.  They  

supplied the local market and could keep the cost lower than the big Brewers of Burton-on-Tent, 
because they didn’t have to add transport costs and pilferage en route.  Roads were poor and 
the main form of transport was on the canals.  One of the Burton Brewers, Samuel Allsopp, in 
1808, was forced to give up his short-lived sales agency in West Bromwich because of these  
difficulties.  The brewing industry in West Bromwich grew rapidly throughout the 19th century 
and early 20th century. 

 

 

The Sow & Pigs, the oldest pub in 

West Bromwich, was trading in the 

1700s on the turnpike road from West 

Bromwich to Wednesbury.  



 Brewery Name Location Proprietor 
Approx. 
Dates 

1 Bullevent Not known Joseph Bullevent circa-1777 

2 Greet's Green Not known 
Abraham Fisher 

Sarah Fisher 
1825-1846 

3 
Stoney Lane/ 

Burton 

Corner of  
Sandwell Rd 

& Stoney Lane 

Jesse Fisher 

O'Connor, Bennett & Co.  

(1850-59) 

Heelas & Bishop (1859-63) 

Morgan & Wikeley (1863-81) 

1835-1880s 

4 Union Cross 
Corner of  

Oldbury Rd &  
Greets Green Rd 

Daniel Williams 

William Bowen Sr+Jr 
1850-1945 

5 
West Bromwich/ 

Churchfields 
Not known John Chapman 1850-1868 

6 Sponwell Spon Lane Thomas Henry Bates 1865-1924 

7 Borough 

High Street,  
behind 

Fox & Dogs pub 

Samuel Woodhall 1871-1937/8 

8 Lewisham 

High Street,  
behind 

Lewisham Hotel 

Arthur James Price 1887-1908 

9 Sandwell Walsall Street Thomas Oliver 1897-1945 

10 Malthouse Bratt Street Thomas & Henry Brennand 1902-1930 

11 
Arnold's/

Dartmouth Park 
New Street 

George & Edward Arnold 

Charles Perry 
1903-1924 

12 Dog & Duck 

Braybrook St  
behind 

Dog & Duck pub 

James Stanton 1906-1932 

13 Phoenix 
Corner of High St 

& Sandwell Rd 

Spencer's (West Bromwich) Ltd 

(Thomas Spencer) 
1907-1968 

14 Arnold & Bates Spon Lane 
Edward Arnold/TH Bates/

Charles Perry 
1924-1928 

The history of West Bromwich’s brewers from the 18 Century onwards……….. 



Joseph Bullevent 

The first known common brewer in West Bromwich was named Joseph Bullevent and we know 
about him because of a document which is held by the Staffordshire County Archive.  
(See below) 

It was produced in September 1777 by officials of the Parish (Churchwardens & Overseers) 
and gave Bullevent permission to "establish and keep a wholesale Brewery in the Parish of 
West Bromwich . . . of service to the lower sort of people in the said Parish . . . which they can 
sell to the working People at about Four or Sixpence per Gallon."  



 

In recognition of this Bullevent produced his own document in which he acknowledged this 
license which enabled him to "serve Housekeepers with beer and ale at a reasonable price, 
to sell no smaller quantity than one gallon, not to suffer or allow any to be used or drunk in 
my own house." 

He went on to say that in consideration of this agreement he would "leave his license in the 
hands of Mr Wright, his Lordships (Earl of Dartmouth) steward, with the full power to have it 
destroyed if upon good proof I in any respect deviate from the above rules." 

Staffordshire Record Office, D(W)1778/V/721 and  

“By permission of the Dartmouth Heirloom Trust”  



Greet’s Green Brewery 

We first learn about Abraham Fisher as a brewer through Pigot's Trade Directory of Stafford-
shire in 1828. Under the category of Maltsters is the entry "Abraham Fisher (and common 
brewer) Greet's Green." 

Two years later he was advertising for staff in the Birmingham newspaper Aris's  
Gazette. He needed a Clerk, a Working Brewer and a Maltster, and was looking for "honest, 
sober and industrious men." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He died 3 years later in 1833 at the relatively young age of 56. A notice in Aris's Gazette said 
that his death occurred after a few days illness, and was "regretted by his family and friends." 
His address was given as Greet's Green House. His business interests were obviously quite 
substantial as on 23rd June of that year a notice was posted in Aris's Gazette stating that  
persons indebted to his estate should pay the amount of their respective debts to Mrs Fisher, 
on the brewery premises. Also all persons who had claims on the estate were likewise  
requested to send the particulars of them to Mrs Fisher, "that they may be examined and  
discharged." 

Abraham's wife was named Sarah and her initial decision on her husband's death must have 
been to retire from the business and relocate. We know this because adverts were placed  
saying that Greets Green Brewery was available to let, for a term of years, with  
immediate possession. 
The adverts give us a 
wonderful word picture 
saying that the property 
to let consisted of  
"a most convenient  
DWELLING HOUSE, well 
fitted up, in excellent  
condition, together with a 
Brewery, two Malthouses, 
a Stable, Coach-house, 
Cart-house, Piggeries, 
and other Suitable Out-
offices, a Garden well 
planted, having a Pond in 
the centre which supplies 
the brewery with  
water." The Brewery had  
Cellaring capable of  
containing many  
thousand gallons of ale 
and porter and each of 
the malthouses was  
capable of making 7000 
bushels per season.   

 
Continued…... 



In 1846 adverts again appeared but this time to sell the Brewery rather than rent it. And once 
again the adverts are as good as a photograph - stating that the Brewery comprised "a capital 
70-strike mashing-tub, with cast iron false bottom and cover, with cast iron pipes to boiler, 
three excellent working tubs, from 500 to 700 gallons, strong red deal stillion, fifteen feet long, 
square backs, from five feet to twenty, lead and cast iron damps, capital wrought iron boiler, 
500 gallons, with pump connected, 13 strong store casks, containing 800 gallons each  . . . 
etc. etc." The sale must have been successful as on the 1851 census we find Sarah living in 
Paradise Street with one of her daughters  and no mention at all of the brewery business. 

I have found no documentary evidence of the purchaser of the brewery but it is interesting to 
note that in 1850 Slater's Trade Directory contains the first mention of a Daniel Williams - in 
business as a brewer in Greet's Green. There is a possibility that this was a  
continuation of Abraham and Sarah Fisher's business but no more than that. We will look into 
Daniel Williams' story later.  



Pigot & Co.'s Trade Directory of 1835 states 
that Jesse Fisher was running the Stoney 
Lane Brewery in West Bromwich. It becomes 
clear through further research that this brew-
ery was located at the junction of Stoney Lane, 
Sandwell Road and Walsall Street. There is a 
strong possibility that Jesse was related to 
Abraham and Sarah Fisher of Greet's Green 
Brewery but I have been unable to find proper 
documentary evidence to support that hypoth-
esis. 

He continued to run the brewery into the 
1840s and advertised it as available to let in 
1843. There is no evidence whether a lessee 
was found - but in 1848 Aris's Gazette carried 
an advert for the sale of the Stoney Lane 
Brewery. 

The purchasers were most likely James 
O'Connor and Robert Wheble Bennett  - as 
Slater's Directory for 1850 shows them  
running a brewery in Sandwell Road, West 
Bromwich. They had changed the brewery 
name from "Stoney Lane" to "Burton." But 
things did not run smoothly and in 1853 their 
Partnership was dissolved. In 1854 a Partner-
ship between Bennett and a John Lund was 
also dissolved and in 1855 Bennett was  
declared bankrupt. Later that year the brewery 
was again advertised for sale.  

By 1859 a partnership of Carey Heelas and 
Henry Hall Bishop was running the brewery 
and the Birmingham newspapers contained 
several classified adverts for staff. But this was 
another short-lived partnership and was  
dissolved in 1861. And then in 1863 Carey 
Heelas offered the Lease, Goodwill, Stock and 
Plant of the Brewery for sale.  

During the 1860s the running of the brewery 
was in the hands of a partnership of John  
Augustus Morgan and Benjamin Wikeley. But 
it was unfortunately no more successful than 
the previous partnerships and was dissolved in 
1874.  

I have found no firm date for the closure of the 
Burton Brewery but by the late 1870s there is 
no evidence that it was still trading. For a while 
In the 1880s the Brewery House was used as 
theatrical digs, and by the end of that decade 
the whole brewery premises had been taken 
over by the safe manufacturer Thomas  
Withers and Son.  

 

Stoney Lane Brewery 
1848 Aris’s Gazette 

1855 Aris’s Gazette 

1863 Aris’s Gazette 



The Union Cross, Greets Green 

The Union Cross Inn and brewery was located on the corner of Greet's Green Road and 
Oldbury Road and Daniel Williams was the licensee of the Inn during the years 1841 to 1854. 
In  1850 and 1854 his name was entered in local Trade Directories as a wholesale brewer 
based at the (Old) Union Cross. In 1846 Sarah Fisher had discontinued brewing in Greet's 
Green so there is a chance that he had carried on some or at least part of her business.  

After Daniel Williams left the Union Cross none of the next few licensees were entered in the 
Trade Directories as brewers. Nevertheless the brewing capability there remained quite large. 
When licensee Thomas Smytheman left the Union Cross in 1869 there was said to  be 
"modern brewing plant with well-seasoned casks, varying from 18 to 750 gallons." This seems 
far more capacity than would be required for just the Union Cross so there is a strong  
possibility that the brewery was supplying to other pubs. 

In 1883 William Bowen became the  
licensee of the Union Cross. He had  
previously been associated with his  
brother John in various mining activities 
in the area. John Bowen was also one 
of the 7 subscribers who converted 
West Bromwich Albion into a limited 
company in 1891. There is no evidence 
of how much, if any, beer William  
Bowen supplied outside the needs of 
his own pub. However on the 1911  
census he described himself as 
"Brewer" as well as "Publican."  
 
It is interesting to note that William's 
sister married George Darby, whose 
son Charles founded the Dunkirk  
Brewery, also in Greet's Green. It was 
just a short distance away from the  
Union Cross and later became the  
largest brewery in the West Bromwich 
area.    

Window in the Queen’s Head. Lyndon, 

The building was demolished and 

houses built on the site. 

Continued……. 



On the 1911 census William's son, William 
Jr. was aged 24 and described as "assisting 
in the brewery business."  It was thanks to 
him that the Union Cross Brewery grew 
substantially in the first half of the 20th  
century. 

During that period there was a progressive 
consolidation of local breweries into larger 
concerns and so it was that the Union 
Cross Brewery became a target for a  
takeover. In the mid-1940s the business 
was sold to the Wolverhampton firm of  
William Butler & Co. They were obviously 
only interested in the customer base and 
goodwill as the brewery equipment was 
sold in a separate auction sale in November 

1944. 

Although the Bowens were related to the 
Darby’s, they wouldn’t sell their brewery to 
them much to their consternation. 

William Butler & Co.  
didn’t waste much time 
in selling off the ‘Cross 
Brewery’ and all it’s  
assets. 



West Bromwich Brewery 

This brewery was the shortest lived of the wholesale breweries in West Bromwich. It traded for 
approximately 20 years from the late 1840s to the late 1860s.  Unfortunately I have been  
unable to determine exactly where it was located, other than the Churchfields area of the town, 
but contemporary newspapers, Trade Directories and other documents give us some  idea of 
the activities of the brewery and its proprietor. 

The man who was associated with the brewery from beginning to end was a John Chapman, 
who was born in Lenham in Kent.  The first we know of Chapman as a brewer in West Brom-
wich was when he married in 1848 and a newspaper report described him as "Brewer of West 
Bromwich in Staffordshire."  

He was included then in the Brewery category of the West Bromwich Trade Directories,  from 
1850 through to 1865. 

It is quite easy to trace Chapman in the 1851 and 1861 censuses but neither is very precise 
about where exactly he was living. In 1851 he was in the general Churchfields area and in  
1861 somewhere in Church Vale.  

His first wife died in 1856 and when he remarried in 1857, this time at All Saint's church in 
West Bromwich, he was again described as "Brewer of West Bromwich." The marriage was 
reported in newspapers locally, and also in and around Lenham, where he was born, which 
gives a strong clue that he and/or his family were still well-known in that area. 

We know that the West Bromwich Brewery was not Chapman's only business activity as in 
1859 he provided a testimonial for the newspaper adverts of an animal feed manufacturer. This 
would doubtless have generated some income either in cash or "in kind." 

Nevertheless by 1867 adverts  
started appearing for the sale of the 
brewery, and the following year 
Chapman declared himself bank-
rupt. This is the last we hear of it as 
a wholesale, brewery, if it continued 
to operate it can only have been to 
provide beers and ales for one  
attached public or beer house.  



Sponwell Brewery, Spon Lane 

Thomas Henry Bates was associated with the 
Sponwell Brewery in Spon Lane for most of 
its period of operation which was circa 1900 
to 1928.  

His father, Henry, was involved in the  
licensed trade from as early as 1865. Henry 
was described on the 1871 census as a 
Brewer's Agent and when he died three years 
later as "Brewer." Henry's death left his wife 
Catherine with a young family to support and 
she continued to supply beers and ales 
through a public house and also on a whole-
sale basis. In 1875 she had the contract to 
supply ale and porter to the West Bromwich 
Board of Guardians.  

On the 1881 census Catherine and her  
children, including Thomas Henry, were  
living at a beerhouse (name unknown) on 
Spon Lane which  Catherine was running. 
Thomas Henry was just 23 years old and his 
profession was already given as "Brewer" but 
it is not possible to determine exactly where 
this brewing operation was taking place or 
who the beer was supplied to.  

It is only at the turn of the 20th century that 
we have positive proof of the existence of the 
Sponwell Brewery on Spon Lane. It was  
included in an early West Bromwich  
telephone directory from 1903 and on the first 
20th century Ordnance Survey map  
published in 1904. And then shortly after that 
the names Sponwell Ales and Sponwell 
Brewery started appearing regularly in  
newspaper advertisements. The business  
developed over the next two decades and a 
number of pubs were acquired - but the trend 
was already underway to amalgamate  
smaller local breweries into larger operations. 
And so it was that in 1924 the Sponwell 
Brewery amalgamated with another West 
Bromwich Brewery, Arnold's located in New 
Street. The new concern traded under the 
name Arnold & Bates but for just four years 
until it was the subject of a takeover by the 
rapidly growing Darby's Brewery in Greet's 
Green in 1928. Sponwell brewery was closed 
shortly after the takeover. 

Just two years later in 1930 Thomas Henry 
Bates died at his home, Newtown House, in 
Perry Barr. The value of his estate was nearly 
£50,000 which would have put him well into 
the millionaire bracket by today's values. 

 

Sponwell Brewery 

As well as his business activities T H Bates 
had been very much involved in the public life 
of West Bromwich, being at one time a  
member of the Town Council and of the local 
Board of Guardians. His entry into the public 
life of the town was made in 1910, when he 
was elected a member of the Town Council for 
the Spon Lane Ward. He gave useful  
service on a number of committees, including 
the Watch Committee of which he was at one 
time chairman. Unfortunately increasing deaf-
ness caused his resignation from the Council 
in 1919. Mr Bates also served on the Walsall 
and West Bromwich Unions' Joint  
Committee, being elected a Guardian in 1908, 
and serving until 1925, when his hearing disa-
bility again caused his resignation. 

Mr Bates was a lifelong member of the Liberal 
Party, and rendered particularly valuable ser-
vice to Mr. John Horton Blades, the first Liber-
al M. P. for West Bromwich, who was returned 
in 1885, when West Bromwich was created a 
Parliamentary borough.  

In an obituary Thomas Henry Bates was  
described as a "true Christian gentleman," and 
Reverend Drew who officiated at his funeral 
said that "he was a strong and stalwart sup-
porter of everything good, true and beautiful."     

Courtesy of Terry Price 



Borough Brewery 

Samuel Woodhall (1848-1929) established and ran the Borough Brewery which was located  
behind the Fox & Dogs public house on West Bromwich High Street, running through to  
Thomas Street at the rear. 

His ancestors were yeoman farmers but by 1871 
his father was a Butcher and also Publican at the 
Wagon & Horses public house on the High Street. 
Around 1874 Samuel entered the licensed trade in 
his own right, initially as a brewer's agent and 
wine and spirit retailer. He traded at different 
times from various properties on and around the 
High Street. A modest off-licence in George Street 
was used to bottle ale and porter which had been 
brewed elsewhere.  

In 1885 he first acquired the licence of the Fox & 
Dogs pub and shortly afterwards launched out as 
brewer on his own account. He erected the  
Borough Brewery on a site near the corner of 
George Street and Thomas Street. It was around 
this time that West Bromwich first became a  
Borough and then a County Borough which  
almost certainly explains the name he chose for 
the brewery. Some seven years later he added 
the offices which comprised a frontage on the 
High Street. In 1889 he was first entered as a 
Brewer in Hulley's West Bromwich Trade  
Directory.  

The products gained a splendid reputation and the trade of the brewery increased and extend-
ed.  A chain of licensed houses was built up throughout the Black Country.  

A 1914 business publication stated that: "The firm are brewers of mild and bitter ales, family 
ales and old ales, porter and stout, and the name by which they are known, "Old English," has 
become familiar over a wide radius, even outside the Borough of West Bromwich, and is now 
recognised as a synonym of super-excellence. Messrs. Woodhall claim that they brew only from 
the finest materials procurable, and that is borne out by the brilliancy, nourishing and appetising 
properties, and the palatable flavour of all their productions.” 

 Continued…….            

A Woodhall table spotted in the  

Royal Oak, Newton Street 



Extensive bottling plant ran alongside the 
brewery which bottled All-bright non-deposit 
family ale, "Old English" pale ale, (of their own 
brewing), Bass's ale, Allsopp's lager beer, 
Guinness's stout, Canadian and Hereford  
Cider, etc.  

Another associated business was the  
manufacture of high-class aerated waters,  
including: lime juice and soda, lemonade, 
stone beer, ginger beer, dry champagne, dry 
ginger, American cream soda, &c., (all these in 
Codd's patent bottles); also soda water, in 
corked bottles and syphons, lithia and potash 
waters, quinine etc. 

Samuel Woodhall died on 1st October 1919 
and his estate was valued at over £25,000. His 
son Frank William Woodhall appears to have 
carried on the running of the brewery and its 
pubs until it was the subject of a takeover in 
1939 by the Dudley firm of Julia Hanson & 
Sons. The brewery was closed shortly after-
wards. 

Samuel Woodhall was well known and highly 
respected for his interest and activities in local  
affairs. He showed a keen interest in the affairs 
of the District Hospital where he was a member 
of the Management Committee - serving as 
Chairman from 1904 to 1907. He gave the  
hospital a "Haab" magnet for extracting foreign matter from the eye. He was also a vice-
president of the Wolverhampton Orphanage, to which he presented a bed on the occasion of the 
visit of the Duke and Duchess of York in 1900.. 

Courtesy of Dorothy Deeley 



Lewisham Brewery 

On the 1871 Census of West Bromwich William Price was the licensee at the Lewisham 
Arms at 43/45 High Street, and his occupation was given as Maltster and Inn Keeper. His  
son Arthur James was aged 14 and still a scholar. 

By 1881 Arthur had taken over the running of the Lewisham (aged just 24) and described 
himself as "Licensed Victualler." Initially any brewing on site was probably for his own  
requirements only, but he was obviously an ambitious man and in 1887 he founded the  
Lewisham Brewery at the rear of the premises. 

Continued... 



In the following 20 years the brewery thrived and acquired in the region of 30 public  
houses. Around the year 1900 the front of The Lewisham was remodelled and the proprietor's 
initials, AJP,  were carved into a lion which surmounts the pediment. Those with good eyesight 
can see them still there to this day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arthur's business success enabled him to relocate to The Hollies on the Birmingham Road 
which would have been one of the best addresses in the town. Unfortunately he did not live to 
enjoy the benefits of his success as he died in 1906 aged just 48. He left a widow and three 
children. His estate was valued at over £50,000 making him one of West Bromwich's most  
successful brewers. 

To satisfy the conditions of his will his  
executors made the decision to sell the  
brewery and in this respect in 1908 the  
brewery and associated pubs were sold and 
amalgamated with Holders Brewery Company 
of Birmingham. Brewing activity must have 
ceased on that site shortly afterwards. 

Part of the success of the Lewisham Brewery 
was doubtless a result of  the high  profile of  
Arthur Price's public life. He was elected to 
West Bromwich Council, as a representative 
of Sandwell Ward, and retained that position 
until his death. He took a keen interest in  
politics and as Chairman of the Unionist  
organisation in Sandwell Ward, treasurer of 
the West Bromwich Conservative Associa-
tion, and a past president of the Constitutional 
Club, he played an active part in the political 
work of the borough. In connection with the 
West Bromwich and Smethwick Licensed 
Trade Association, he occupied the position of treasurer and was one of the trustees. He was a 
staunch Churchman, and a leading member of the congregation of the Parish Church, while 
the Dartmouth Cricket Club had no more ardent supporter and as Chairman of their Committee 
he rendered valuable service. All charitable institutions in the borough found in him a generous 
friend, while the extent of his private benefaction was greater than any but the recipients of his 
assistance knew. 

His funeral was described as one of the most imposing ever seen in the borough. The cortege 
which left the deceased's late residence in Birmingham Road numbered over thirty vehicles, 
including many private carriages. Both the mayor and the deputy mayor attended. On the route 
to the cemetery many signs of mourning were displayed, and the Lewisham Hotel was closed 
while the funeral was taking place.  



Sandwell Brewery 

When Thomas Underwood Oliver was born in 1860 his father (also Thomas) was running a 
rope manufactory that he had established in the centre of West Bromwich. It was located in an 
area bordered by Queen Street, Pitt Street, Bull Street and Walsall Street. On the 1881 census 
of West Bromwich Thomas Jr was assisting his father in the rope business, but just a few 
weeks later his father died at the age of 56.  

Jumping forward to 1891 we find that Thomas (Jr) was running the rope manufactory but he 
was also the licensee of the Farrier's Arms public house in Queen Street where he then lived. 
It is quite likely that he was brewing on a small scale at the Farrier's Arms but subsequently 
realised that there was sufficient space to establish a larger, wholesale, brewery in the area 
adjacent to the "rope walk." Building plans were submitted late in 1896 and the brewery (which 
he called Sandwell Brewery) was up and running in 1897. It was first entered in the Brewery 
section of the local Trade Directories in 1904 and that same year appeared on the latest  
Ordnance Survey map of West Bromwich. 

There is every indication that the 
brewery was progressing well, with 
a chain of pubs being established, 
and Thomas had moved to Selly 
Park in Birmingham. Then in 1909, 
after a fairly short illness, he  
unfortunately died, even younger 
than his father, aged just 48.   
 
An obituary stated that he had  
attended his business until a few 
days before his death. It also stated 
that he was a member of the  
Dartmouth Lodge of Freemasons, 
and he left a widow and three  
children. Courtesy of Terry Price 



The brewery continued to trade through two world wars but as WWII neared its end the  
writing was sadly on the wall. The business was taken over by W.Butler & Co. of  
Wolverhampton. As happened with most such takeovers Butlers were only interested in the 
customers and goodwill of the business and not the brewery itself so the brewery buildings 
were sold off by auction shortly afterwards.  

The operation of the brewery seems to have been continued by John Henry Watkins. He was 
an executor of Thomas Oliver's will and on the 1911 and 1939 censuses he was living in 
Beeches Road and described as Professional Brewer and Company Director.  



Malthouse Brewery 

From the 1880s on, two brothers, William and Thomas Brennand were well-known personalities  
in the Licensed Trade of West Bromwich. They held the licenses of two long-established pubs, 
William was at the Bull's Head on the High Street and Thomas was at the Cross Guns in Carter's 
Green.  

Somewhat earlier, Jonathan Scafe from Malton in Yorkshire had established a Maltster's  
business on Bratt Street, just a short distance from the Brennand's pubs. Maltsters played an  
important role in the brewing industry as malt is combined with hops and yeast to make beer. The 
malt itself is made from germinated cereal grains.  

Some time around the beginning of the new century Thomas Brennand must have realised that 
he could develop that maltster's business into a wholesale brewery and in 1902 he submitted 
plans to the Council for approval. The new brewery was designed by the London architectural 
firm of Inskipp & Mackenzie and opened in March 1903. Water for brewing was drawn from a 
bore-hole sunk to a depth of 350 feet and a feature was made in their advertisements of the  
purity of this well water. The brewery included a bottle-washing facility, van shed, and stabling. It 
made sense to name it the Malthouse Brewery after its former use.   

It is interesting to note that the iron gates that had previously stood at the entrance to William 
Izon's Lodge Estate were acquired and installed at the brewery. Unfortunately it is not known 
what eventually became of them. 

                                                                                                               Continued………... 

 



Thomas's pubs and brewery must have served him well as by the time of the 1901 census he 
was living in a sizeable house in Beeches Road, and in 1911 he was at a property named 
"Bentley Mount" in Harborne Road, Warley. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Thomas died in 1928 aged 75 and just two years later the brewery was closed. It appears that 
his son Henry had joined him in the brewery business as on the 1939 census  he described 
himself a "retired brewer." He also put that he was an invalid so his ill-health might have been 
the reason he discontinued the brewery operation shortly after the death of his father. The  
brewery buildings later became a salt and sweets factory and then a milk depot.  



Arnold’s Dartmouth Brewery 

The story of this brewery starts with George  
Arnold (1831-1905), who was a carpenter and 
builder in West Bromwich for most of his working 
life. By 1881 his brother William had become the 
licensee of the New Inns at 46 New Street and 
then by 1891 (at the age of 60) George had  
taken the license himself. On the 1891 census 
George was living at the New Inns with his family 
which included his 23 year old son Edward.  
Edward was working as a carpenter but was 
doubtless gaining a knowledge and understand-
ing of the Licensed Trade. 

And so it was that by 1901 Edward was running 
the New Inns himself. On the 1891 and 1901 
censuses both George and Edward described 
themselves as "brewer" as well as publican so 
there was obviously brewing activity taking place 
at the New Inns. But it was probably on quite a 
small scale and just for that one pub. 

By 1902 it must have become apparent that 
there was sufficient space at the rear of the pub 
to develop a larger, wholesale, brewery. And so it 
was that early in 1903 building plans were  
submitted in George Arnold's name. The building 
went ahead, and the new brewery commenced 
trading under the name G. Arnold & Co. shortly 
afterwards. 

Continued…….. 



At this point we should introduce the name of Charles Perry. On the 1901 census he was the 
licensee of the Golden Cup public house on Cross Street, but he would later  play a major 
part in the running of Arnold's brewery. There were already strong links between the Arnold 
family and the Perry family as in 1891 Edward married Charles's sister Eleanor and just a few 
months later Charles married Edward's sister Elizabeth. This bond grew yet stronger when 
Charles Perry later became a director of the brewery company.  

Charles Perry was a well-known figure  in the local area as he had played for a number of 
years for West Bromwich Albion Football Club. Two of his brothers and two of his sons also 
played for the club. During his career with the Albion he played in four FA cup finals - twice on 
the winning side. He was the club captain at the time of the second victory - against Aston  
Villa in 1892. He also played for England on three occasions.   

With these credential he must have been a valuable asset to the brewery in developing new 
business and from a general public relations point of view. 

An article written in 1914 stated that:  

"This business has progressed at a steady and substan-
tial pace, and the firm has gained wide notoriety for the 
superior character of their productions in ales and 
stouts, and have also long upheld a high reputation for 
supplying the best qualities in wines and spirits. They 
own a number of licensed houses in the Borough and 
district, and have cultivated and obtained a large family 
connection. 

The Brewery is a modernly equipped concern of ample 
capacity to meet all requirements and in the matter of  
accommodation for the wine and spirit trade, and for 
bottling, &c., the firm have every facility their extensive 
trade calls for. Arnold's ales and stouts have won high 
regard as absolutely pure palatable and nourishing  
beverages, and are guaranteed brewed from the finest 
selected barleys, malt, and hops.  

They are always sent out in the very best of condition, a 
feature that is duly appreciated by the "trade" and pri-
vate consumers alike. In regard to the wine and spirit 
trade, the stock held embraces all the most celebrated 
brands of Scotch and Irish whiskies, champagnes, 
ports, sherries, clarets, burgundies. and British,  

Australian and Californian wines, 
and the prices throughout are 
keenly competitive for either small 
or large quantities. We have no 
hesitancy in predicting for this well
-managed concern a still larger 
measure of popularity and  
success." 

From approximately the year 1909 
the brewery was generally known 
as the "Dartmouth Park" or just 
"Dartmouth" Brewery This was 
probably due to its proximity to the 
municipal park and also the fact 
that Edward Arnold served on the 
Council committee that oversaw 
the Borough's public parks. 

Continued……….. 



Below three of Arnolds advertisements dating from: 
                                   
                                    1913 

1916 

1922 

A Dartmouth Park Brewery  

bottle 
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Edward Arnold's public life 

 

The following is taken from Edward Arnold's obituary - which was published in a local paper  
under the heading "Severe Loss To The Borough." 

"A past Mayor, a Justice of the Peace and an alderman of the West  

Bromwich Town Council since 1918, Alderman Arnold was one of the  

leading men of the town.  He had given many valuable years to the public 

life of the Borough, having been a member of the Town Council since the 

election of 1908. It was 10 years later - less a few months - that he was 

elected to the aldermanic bench, and in June 1922 he was appointed a  

justice of the peace. In 1916 his services to the town had been so  

recognised that the Council unanimously decided to offer him the Mayoralty 

of the Borough, and this position he held for two years with the help of his 

wife as Mayoress.  

On entering the Town Council in 1908 he succeeded the late Councillor  

S Keys as representative for Lyndon Ward. He soon established a  

reputation both for independence of action and the exercise of sound  

judgement. At the time of his death he was Chairman of the Motor 

Transport Committee  and had also done valuable work for the Highways, 

Finance, Baths and Parks, Watch and Estate committees, while he was a 

very active member of the Education Committee, being chairman of the 

Higher Education Sub-committee. Outside the Council business his public 

life had many outlets and as President of the West Bromwich Permanent 

Benefit Building Society he showed the same independence and sound 

judgement that had brought him so much success and popularity. For the 

West Bromwich District  

Hospital he was an ardent worker, being at the time of his death Chairman 

of the House and Finance Committee and Vice-chairman of the Board of 

Management.  

His activities had been exceedingly numerous and in all his duties he 

brought wisdom and good judgement. These qualities brought him to very 

many important positions of trust and his fellow townsmen were filled with 

admiration for him. 

His sound judgement and quiet and unassuming manner were outstanding 

features of his life. " 



James Stanton (1860-1932) was one of several 
West Bromwich Albion footballers who earned their 
living in the local Licensed Trade once their playing 
days were over. 

James Stanton's football career 

The origins of West Bromwich Albion were at 
George Salter's Spring Works where James Stanton 
had gained employment after leaving Christ Church 
school. He was one the first band of players who 
formed a football team there in 1878, initially called 
West Bromwich Strollers. In fact he was one of the 
four who purchased the ball in order that the youths 
who were the pioneers of the club might play on the 
ground adjoining Beeches Road. He played in the 
club's first match in November of that year. and in 
1883 he played in Albion's first FA Cup match.  

Stanton was captain of the team for three succes-
sive seasons in the early eighties during which time  
Albion won the Staffordshire Cup for the first time. 
He also played ten or eleven occasions for the coun-
ty. 

A testimonial match was held for him in 1885 after 
which he moved to Manchester where he played on 
a few occasions for Newton Heath L&YR (later  
Manchester United FC) 

His football career ended back in the Midlands 
where he played some games for Oldbury Town be-
tween 1887-1892.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dog & Duck Brewery 
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The Licensed Trade and Brewery 

On the 1891 census James had taken on the 
running of the Roebuck Inn on New Street 
and it is reported that he later went to live in 
Wolverhampton where he became the  
steward of two Working Men's Clubs and 
then licensee of the Talbot Inn in Cleveland 
Road.  

Around 1906 he was back in West Bromwich 
as licensee of  the Dog and Duck Inn in 
Braybrook Street, and shortly afterwards 
commenced brewing there. He named this 
brewery after the Inn and was soon  
advertising the ales that he brewed there for 
sale on a wholesale basis.  

The 1911 census recorded that his son  
Joseph James was working for the brewery 
as a traveller.  

An article was written about the brewery 
around 1914 and stated as follows:  
"Mr Stanton is giving his best attention to the 
production of thoroughly palatable and pure 
home brewed ales, brewed only from the 
choicest selected English malt and hops: 
and the reputation his productions in mild 
and bitter ales have already achieved, amply 
proves that he leaves no effort untried to  
provide the public with a nourishing and satisfying beverage, unsurpassed for brilliancy, purity, 
and appetising flavour. Mr Stanton possesses excellent brewing premises at the rear of the 
Dog and Duck and all operations are conducted on the most scrupulously clean principles to 
ensure a high uniformity of quality. The trade and families are supplied in 4, 5, 9 and 18 gallon 
casks, and the demand is gradually increasing. Every facility is possessed in the way of horses 
and conveyances to ensure the punctual delivery of all orders Mr Stanton owns several  
licensed houses in the town. He is a gentleman held in high esteem by all who know him for his 
sterling business qualities." 
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Retirement and death 
 

James Stanton's second career ended when he retired from brewing in 1926. The brewery and  
associated pubs were sold to Darby's of Greets Green.  

In retirement he remained a strong supporter of his old football club and was said to be "seen 
most mornings on the High Street." 

But by 1932 his health was deteriorating and it may have been in this regard that he decided to 
take a cruise to the Mediterranean in the company of Mr A Matthews of Lodge Road.  

However, just a few days into the voyage, a cablegram was received at his home in West  
Bromwich to say that he had passed away as the cruise ship Lapland was approaching Algiers. 
His body was embalmed and brought back for burial in his home town.  

A funeral service at Christ Church was followed by internment at the Cemetery and there was 
said to be a large company of sympathisers at the graveside. As well as family and friends  
several representatives of West Bromwich Albion, including W. I. Bassett and  Fred Everiss  
also attended.   

 

 Stone Cross Pub, West Bromwich—sold to Darby’s 

 

Courtesy of Terry Price 



Phoenix 

Thomas Spencer (1835-1914) came from a prominent West Bromwich family. His father John 
Spencer ran the Phoenix iron works in Greet's Green for many years, and was considered one 
of the best-known ironmasters in the Black Country. He was one of West Bromwich's first  
Improvement Commissioners.  

One of Thomas's brothers was Sir Ernest Spencer, who became the second-ever Member of 
Parliament for West Bromwich, and served the Borough at Westminster for 21 years. 

Thomas Spencer spent most of his working life in the Licensed Trade and in 1863 he set up in 
business as a Wine, Spirit, Ale & Porter merchant. The business continued in one form or  
another for nearly a hundred and twenty years. It ran its own brewery for just 20 years of that 
period but I think it will be of interest to give a summary of the whole life of the business. 

Dowdeswell & Spencer 

Thomas Spencer started this business in 1863 with his brother-in-law John James Dow-
deswell who was married to his sister Maria. It was run for mostly from a site on the corner of 
High Street and Sandwell Road.  

In the mid-1890s the idea was put forward to combine a number of local breweries and  
associated companies under an umbrella company called Birmingham Breweries Ltd. The 
new business, Birmingham Breweries Ltd. ,would be able to cut out inefficiencies and benefit 
from economies of scale. 

Birmingham Breweries Ltd. 

In March of 1896 a prospectus was published inviting the public to apply for shares in Birming-
ham Breweries Ltd. The aim of the company was to acquire and run the existing businesses of 
King's Heath Brewery, West End Brewery, and Henson's East End Brewery (all in Birming-
ham). Likewise 156 freehold, leasehold, tied and other public houses and Messrs Dowdeswell 
& Spencer's wholesale Wine, Spirit & Bottled Beer business. Dowdeswell & Spencer was said 
to have upwards of 1800 customers including 500 public houses. Thomas Spencer was to be 
a Director of the new company. The proposition looked attractive and the shares were sub-
scribed twice over, but the business was on shaky ground from day one. Its value and poten-
tial had been exaggerated and  by 1899 had applied for voluntary liquidation. Doubtless some 
people lost out financially, but the West Bromwich business managed to emerge relatively un-
scathed with Thomas Spencer still at the helm. It adopted a new trading name - Spencer's 
(West Bromwich) Ltd. 
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In March of 1896 a prospectus was published inviting the public to apply for shares in Bir-
mingham Breweries Ltd. The aim of the company was to acquire and run the existing busi-
nesses of King's Heath Brewery, West End Brewery, and Henson's East End Brewery (all in 
Birmingham). Likewise 156 freehold, leasehold, tied and other public houses and Messrs 
Dowdeswell & Spencer's wholesale Wine, Spirit & Bottled Beer business. Dowdeswell & 
Spencer was said to have upwards of 1800 customers including 500 public houses. Thomas 
Spencer was to be a Director of the new company. The proposition looked attractive and the 
shares were subscribed twice over, but the business was on shaky ground from day one. Its 
value and potential had been exaggerated and  by 1899 had applied for voluntary liquidation. 
Doubtless some people lost out financially, but the West Bromwich business managed to 
emerge relatively unscathed with Thomas Spencer still at the helm. It adopted a new trading 
name - Spencer's (West Bromwich) Ltd. 

Spencer's (West Bromwich) Ltd. 

Shortly after launching this newly independent company Thomas decided that it would bene-
fit from running his own in-house brewery. He called it the Phoenix Brewery, doubtless re-
calling his  father's one-time iron works.  Spencer's (West Bromwich) Ltd were included as 
"Brewers" in the local Trade Directories from 1908 through to 1928. The brewery and their 
home-brewed ales were a major feature in their advertising during this period.   
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Thomas Spencer's death and the subsequent years 

Thomas Spencer passed away in April 1914 and an obituary said that he had been "one of 
the most popular and honoured figures in the social and commercial life of the borough." In 
his public life he was a member of the West Bromwich Board of Guardians for some years 
and an overseer of the poor. He was the oldest member of the Dartmouth Lodge of Freema-
sons and was appointed a magistrate in 1902. His funeral service was held in Christ Church 
and was attended by a large number of the public men of the town and prominent townspeo-
ple. There were a number of borough magistrates, including the Mayor and the magistrate's 
clerk, present, as well as a large body of Freemasons.  

The business continued under the control of Thomas's son John Arthur Spencer.  

In the late 1960s the original business premises on the corner of the High Street and Sand-
well Road were demolished and the site was redeveloped. Only the retail outlet at 442 High 
Street remained. 

The last known family members to be involved with the business were John Arthur Spencer's 
daughters - who passed away in 1979 and 1986. Around that time Spencer's 120 year pres-
ence in West Bromwich came to an end. 

 
 
 

 



Arnold & Bates 

In previous articles we saw that in 1924 an amalgamation took place of the local  
breweries of Edward Arnold and Thomas Henry Bates to form the new business of Arnold & 
Bates. In order to gain necessary efficiencies all of the brewing activity was moved to Bates' 
Sponwell Brewery, and Arnold's Brewery on New Street was closed.  

Arnold & Bates was probably intended to be a long-lasting business but things didn't work out 
that way. Edward Arnold died on the 8th June 1927 aged 59. This must have had a profound 
effecton the business. But then just four weeks later Edward's co-director and brother-in-law 
also passed away.  

These two events in such quick succession must have made Arnold & Bates very vulnerable to 
takeover and indeed in 1928 the brewery and associated public houses were acquired by Dar-
by's of Greet's Green. 

Brewing activity was again moved, this time to Darby's own Dunkirk Brewery, and the Sponwell 
Brewery was closed. An advert for the sale of the equipment from the Sponwell Brewery read 
as follows:  

"To Brewers, Brewers' Engineers, Metal Brokers and Others. Notice of Sale by Auction of the 
whole of the Valuable brewing Plant, Ford Lorry, Casks, and Effects upon and about the Brew-
ery, Corner of Spon Lane, West Bromwich, lately occupied by Messrs. Arnold & Bates. 

Alfred W. Dando and Co. have received instructions from Mr Charles Darby, who has taken 
over the Brewery concern, to Sell by Auction at the Premises as above on Wednesday,  
February 29th 1928, the  excellent Brewing Plant and Effects, comprising Cast-Iron hot and 
cold Liquor Tanks sectionally built, various sizes, Shafting, Girders, Malt Mills, Copper refriger-
ator 6ft x 4ft 8 in. 6.40 Barrel Circular Fermenting Vessels with Copper Coils and Fittings, 7 
Quarter C.I. Mash Tun with false Bottom, a complete Copper Priming Plant, 35 Barrel Copper, 
various galvanized Tanks, 35 Barrel Circular C.I. Hop Rack, 2 Frank Pearn Steam Pumps, 
4hpHorizontal Steam Engine, 2 Yeast Wagons, Copper Racking Tank 4ft x 2ft 7in x 2ft 9in, var-
ious timber-built erections, 4hp Electric Motor, about 200 dozens reputed pint Beer Bottles, 
quantity cases, single flue Cornish Boiler 18ft x 5ft insured for 60 lbs pressure, about 500 
Casks various sizes, Ford 1-Ton Motor Lorry, Smith Premier No 10 Foolscap Typewriter, and 
general effects." 



 

 

The National Brewery Centre in  

Burton is keeping alive the long  

history of brewing in Britain. It was 

the chosen location for the launch of 

this book dedicated to brewing in 

West Bromwich, and, in particular,   

Darby’s Brewery Limited. 


